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What Is Web Design?



• Setting the mood 

• Defining page layout
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Examples of Mood

• Fun or Serious 

• Technical or Natural 

• Safe or Adventurous

Design > Setting the Mood



E X E R C I S E

My Topic: 

NASA and Space

My Goal: 

To inspire interest in NASA and share 
women who have impacted space 

exploration
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• Technical 

• Clean 

• Light 

• Friendly
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E X E R C I S E

With your topic and goal in 
mind, what words would best 
describe the mood you want 

your site to take on? 
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Colors
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Color

• Guides a person’s eyes through our site 

• Helps determine contrast all over the site

Design > Setting the Mood > Colors



NASA Site Colors

Design > Setting the Mood > Colors



NASA Site Colors

• Technical 

• Clean

Design > Setting the Mood > Colors
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• Light 

• Friendly
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NASA Site Colors

Design > Setting the Mood > Colors



Contrast

• Effect the mood of a site 

• Create contrast 

• Guide a person’s eyes

Design > Setting the Mood > Colors

High Contrast

Mid Contrast

Low Contrast



I’m easy to see

Contrast with Content

Design > Setting the Mood > Colors

High Contrast

I’m pretty easy to see

Mid Contrast

I’m hard to see

Low Contrast



E X E R C I S E

Think of your topic, your goal, and 
your mood, and choose 2-3 colors for 
your website that reflect your mood 

bit.ly/gcc-colors

http://bit.ly/gcc-colors


E X E R C I S E

Think of your topic, your goal, and 
your mood, and choose 2-3 colors for 
your website that reflect your mood 

bit.ly/gcc-colors

http://bit.ly/gcc-colors


Design > Setting the Mood > Fonts

Colors

Fonts

Setting the Mood



General Categories of Fonts

1. Serif 

2. Sans Serif 

3. Display Faces

Design > Setting the Mood > Fonts



Serif
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feet



Sans-Serif
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Helvetica Futura



Display Faces
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Fonts: NASA Site
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Using Fonts
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If you remember nothing else about 
design today, please always remember to 

make sure your words are 
READABLE

Design > Setting the Mood > Using Fonts
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–Johnny Appleseed

“Type a quote here.” 

Design > Setting the Mood > Using Fonts



E X E R C I S E

Now Choose a Font!  
bit.ly/gcc-fonts

http://bit.ly/gcc-fonts
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Defining Page Layout

Design > Defining Page Layout



Page Layout

• Organization of content into chunks 
that are easy for people to process 

• Way to show how important things are 
compared to others

Design > Defining Page Layout
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E X E R C I S E

tiny.cc/gcc-templates

Using a Layout Template

http://tiny.cc/gcc-templates


S C R E E N C A S T

Using Starter Templates


